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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to recognize
the passing of one of our notable pioneers, Dr.
Daniel Collins. Dr. Collins died this month at
age 91, leaving an enduring legacy to the peo-
ple of Marin County, where he lived, to those
of the San Francisco Bay Area, where he
worked and taught, and to generations of
black Americans across the country.

A practicing dentist, Dr. Collins was the first
black man to teach at the University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco School of Dentistry.

“It opened the doors for others,” says his
son, Chuck Collins.

After his retirement from dentistry, he
served on the board of directors of the San
Francisco Dental Society, the trustees of the
American Fund for Dental Education and as a
member of the house of delegates of the Cali-
fornia Dental Association. Moreover, such pio-
neering efforts extended beyond his profes-
sional life. Dr. Collins founded the first black-
owned savings and loan in San Francisco, for
example, as well as the San Francisco chap-
ter of the Urban League, later known as the
Bay Area Urban League.

Elberta Eriksson worked with Dr. Collins in
those early days of the Urban League and re-
members helping him promote awareness of
discrimination in employment.

“I would see something on the college bul-
letin board announcing a job on Market Street
or something,” she says. “When | would walk
in to apply, they would say | was too qualified.
Then | would report back to the Urban League
and they would follow up.”

She notes that Dr. Collins’ intention was to
help blacks to fair employment before there
were fair employment laws.

As a pioneer, Dr. Collins felt called to men-
tor young people, and he and his wife,
DeReath, were activists in their community as
members of various groups, such as the Marin
African Coalition. Together they helped to
found MARC—Malin Aid to Retarded Chil-
dren—now known as Lifehouse, a residential
and counseling center for people with develop-
mental disabilities located in San Rafael.

In 1960, former Gov. Pat Brown appointed
Dr. Collins to the State Board of Education,
which 6 years later approved a new history
text that recognized the contributions of
women and minorities. He was also named a
Distinguished Alumnus by UCSF School of
Dentistry, and a Local Hero by Bay Area tele-
vision station KQED. His alma mater, Paine
College, even named a library after him.

“But he had absolutely no ego whatsoever,”
says Regina Carey, a family friend and Dr.
Collins’ personal assistant for many years.
“He would do all kinds of things and get all
kinds of accolades and it never went to his
head.” Among Dr. Collins’ pioneering efforts,

she notes, was his selection as the first black
to head a national campaign for a presidential
election, when he supported Adlai Stevenson.
Collins also helped create the Sun-Reporter
newspaper in San Francisco and the Church
for the Fellowship of All People, one of the
first nondenominational, interracial churches in
the country.

But perhaps Dr. Collins’ greatest contribu-
tion will never be marked by an award or a
plaque or a resolution. Perhaps it will be the
one few people ever know about—which is
this: In the early 1950s, when Dr. Collins and
his wife tried to buy a home in Mill Valley, long
a summer resort area for San Franciscans
and an all-white town in an almost all-white
county, a deed restriction prevented the home-
owner from selling to a black man. Local real
estate agents offered to buy the house to
keep the black family out. That the doctor and
his wife were successful in purchasing their
home and moving into the town eventually
changed the landscape for future generations
of black families in Marin.

But then, Dr. Collins did that in all areas of
his life, in his own quiet way. That is why,
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor the life
and courage of Dr. Daniel Collins.

————
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Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and congratulate Upper Dublin
High School in Upper Dublin Township, PA on
their outstanding participation in the Veterans
History Project of the Library of Congress.
Students and teachers have contributed their
time and skills to preserving the remarkable
experiences of our war veterans from all serv-
ice branches, from World War | to the present
day Iraq War, as well as the civilians who sup-
ported them. | am privileged to represent
these students and teachers in Congress.

The Veterans History Project preserves the
legacy of those who have served through the
establishment of a permanent national collec-
tion, housed in the Library of Congress, of
videotaped and recorded interviews, written
memoirs, and wartime letters, diaries, and
photographs. Stories and materials are avail-
able to anyone visiting the Library. In addition,
a Web page is created for each veteran who
contributes an interview.

As our Nation’s World War Il and Korean
Veterans grow older, it is critical that we
record their stories. Their experiences offer a
priceless window into their dedication and love
of country. As the daughter of a Korean War
veteran, this effort has special personal mean-
ing for me. We have much to learn from those
who have served our Nation, and | whole-
heartedly support this important project.

On this Veterans Day, November 12, 2007,
| am proud to recognize Upper Dublin High
School’s Veterans History Project participation
at a special event, “Preserving Their Stories:
A Salute to Veterans History Project Volun-
teers,” at the Hiway Theatre in Jenkintown.
This special celebration will bring together
Americans, both young and older, with vet-
erans of all ages, to honor their common serv-
ice to their fellow citizens and country.

Madam Speaker, once again | congratulate
all of the Veterans History Project participants
for their contributions to capturing the experi-
ences of war veterans, thus honoring the lives
and contributions of these extraordinary Amer-
icans.

———
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Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize St. Adalbert Parish. On October
28, 2007, Saint Adalbert Parish in Toledo,
Ohio celebrated its naissance into the north
Toledo Polish Community. This 100th anniver-
sary commemorates the formative role St.
Adalbert’s had in helping shape a vibrant To-
ledo, while centering an ethnic community of
largely citizens of Polish descent. The celebra-
tion, commenced with Mass, reminded those
attendees of their proud Polish heritage that
molded north Toledo, but also northwest Ohio.
For this celebration marked a day that spoke
to the importance of commemorating important
ethnic communities in America because these
immigrant-based groups have enriched Amer-
ica’s heritage.

Approximately 170 years ago, the banks of
the Maumee River welcomed the first Polish
immigrant with the family name Vistula, a
name shared with the central river of Poland.
Following this initial arrival, Toledo attracted
more Polish pioneers from Krakow, the medie-
val capital of Poland and from Warsaw, Po-
land’s current capital in the Mazowsze region.
However, during the 19th century, the over-
whelming majority of Polish settlers came from
the western territories. These western terri-
tories of Poland were controlled by the Ger-
mans. Poles longed to escape the religious
and linguistic persecution of the infamous
“Kulturkamt instituted by Otto von Bismarck,
subsequently followed by the “Ha-Ka-Ta” pro-
gram of colonization by buying up Polish
lands.

The specific origins of Poles fleeing German
maltreatment are known. Most came from
Poznan province, the seat of Poland’s earliest
Roman Catholic cathedral. Other Poles came
from the Patuki region around the county of
Znin. This region rests immediately to the
northwest of the Kujawy region around
Gniezno. Upon finding a sight of white eagles
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